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Best Wishes for the Holiday Season  to 

our PNHA Members and Friends  

 

PNHA Update:  

2025 PNHA AGM at the Newport Community Centre  

Our speaker was entomologist Tanya Latty, Associate Professor at Sydney 

University.   Her highly engaging and informative talk about invertebrates 

was recorded by John Illingsworth. You can watch it on Youtube here.   

As well, you can watchTanya’s  TedX talk here: Why You Should Meet Your 

Insect Neighbours.      

Insect  neighbour: Olive Brown Coastal Katydid. 

See it with a torch at night—it’s nocturnal 

The new  Committee for PNHA: 

President Marita Macrae, Vice President Julie Bennett, Secretary David 

Palmer, Treasurer Mark Turner, Membership Secretary Robyn Hughes,  

Committee members: Edna Blanchard, , Gary Harris, Marg Woods.  

The President’s report to the AGM is at the end of  this newsletter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHguhhaN3qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_W0Rn3mTI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_W0Rn3mTI4
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Update on Mona Vale Road Fauna Crossings 

Mona Vale Road East 

We are progressing our campaign to have land next to the fauna bridge and fauna underpass on Mona Vale Road East pro-

tected from residential development. 

 

Fauna bridge on Mona Vale Road east showing Ingleside Chase Reserve on left                                                  

and land that needs protection on the right. Photo D.Palmer 

In the new Local Environment Plan for the Northern Beaches this 

land is zoned C3 which allows housing. If houses are built on it, 

then native animals which cross the fauna bridge or use the under-

pass will have nowhere to go. 

Animals in Ingleside Chase Reserve need to be able to move 

through the landscape for food, breeding and to escape threats 

such as predators and bushfire. One example is the Eastern Pygmy 

Possum  a species listed as vulnerable in NSW.  

The map below shows recorded sightings of Eastern Pygmy Pos-

sums on both sides of the fauna bridge and underpass on Mona 

Vale Road East.  

Right: Eastern Pygmy Possum. Photo D.Palmer 
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Eastern Pygmy Possum sightings near the fauna bridge and underpass on Mona Vale Rd east.                                        

Image: Atlas of living Australia 2025 

These crossings allow populations on both sides of the road to mix, breed and forage for food.  However, if the land on the 

side opposite Ingleside Chase Reserve was developed for housing, the animals in Ingleside Chase Reserve would be con-

fined to the reserve which would lead to gradual local extinction. 

We are currently in discussion with Northern Beaches Council about ways they can help us protect this land and we expect 

some action in the new year. 

 

Mona Vale Rd west 

Meanwhile, on Mona Vale Road West,  we are still campaigning for Transport for NSW to stick with their promise to build a 

40 metre-wide fauna bridge near the Kimbriki Road intersection. Since our meeting at which TfNSW said they would only 

commit to a 20 metre wide bridge, we have had further contact and they now say that the final design of the road has not 

been finalised and they are still looking for suitable locations which would allow a 40 metre wide fauna bridge.  

We have made local NPWS staff aware of the situation and hopefully they will push for the larger fauna bridge.  Consulta-

tion with the wider community is expected to commence next year and construction is expected to start in 2028. 

 

Pittwater’s Bushland is Disappearing 

Vacant bushland blocks and those with bushland remnants beside small older houses are increasingly  regarded as sites for 

development with large modern houses.  PNHA recently opposed the development application for 290 Lower Plateau Rd 

Bilgola Plateau. This land is original bushland adjoining Newport Reserve on its rear boundary. The large house proposed 

would destroy the bushland. You can see all  the DA documents here.  Ecologist Nick Skelton set up motion cameras on an 

adjacent property and recorded Squirrel Gliders over several nights. They are both a Threatened species and a Threatened 

Population on this site. The Endangered Population of Squirrel Gliders has been determined on the Barrenjoey Peninsula 

north of Bushrangers Hill, read here. Read Nick’s submission here. 

https://eservices.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/ePlanning/live/Public/XC.Track/SearchApplication.aspx?id=2667182
https://threatenedspecies.bionet.nsw.gov.au/profile?id=10603
https://eservices.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/ePlanning/live/Common/Output/LoadAppPropDoc.ashx?id=!!IgGHJT1G%252baCIkQqZCesFpbJUnictoP%252bEs%252fM1HQ%253d%253dsEz2zHq%252bzuQ%253d
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Squirrel Gliders, Petaurus norfolcensis, are often mistaken for 

the more common Sugar Glider, Petaurus breviceps. It is ,in 

fact, the larger of the two with a long bushy tail as wide as the 

body at the base and a longer pointed face. The fur colour is 

usually a brown-grey with a darker stripe from the forehead 

and down the back. The underside of the body can vary from 

a pale grey to creamy yellow. The broad bushy tail while simi-

lar in colour to the upper body, has a distinctive dark tip.    

Image: Gregory Millen, Australian Museum. More information 

here.  

 We protested the sale of  a State Government owned bushland block at 171 McCarrs Ck Rd and appealed to Pittwater MP 

Jacqui Scruby to intervene with relevant government departments. Set to be auctioned on December 18, it appears to have 

been withdrawn from sale. 

Review: Trad Biocontrol with Trad Smut 
Late in 2020 PNHA received from the CSIRO a box of stems of Trades-
cantia fluminnensis – formerly known as Wandering Jew, now called 
Wandering Trad. Read about this project here.  It was infected with a 
leaf smut fungus  Kordyana brasiliensis . We planted the infected stems in 
areas where Trad grew very thickly so that the fungal spores would 
spread. The purpose was not to kill the Trad but to reduce its vigour so 
that light could reach the ground benefiting seedling trees and ground-
covers. Since then we have received more infected Trad and also spread 
local stems that had become infected. Stems have now been planted in 
about 15 locations north of Narrabeen Lagoon.    
 
In 2026 we will survey the sites to record  smut establishment. So far we 

have noticed success has ranged from zero to excellent. 

Also in 2026 ,the CSIRO will start a new project with two aims: (1) send the 

fungus to community groups who missed out in the first project for release 

at sites where the fungus is currently not present and (2) develop an inte-

grated weed biocontrol plan for wandering trad that can be used as a key 

reference to support community groups and land managers in perpetuity 

after the project finishes. In this plan, we will include insights from commu-

nity members involved in the first project on how effective the fungus has 

been in certain locations and any lessons learnt.                                     

 

How to get involved:  

If you have observed Trad affected with smut, please take a photo, record 

the address or location and send to   pnhainfo@gmail.com.  

If you would like to receive some infected Trad to help with suppressing 

Trad in your garden or somewhere else, please email pnhainfo@gmail.com. 

Trad infected with Smut.  The spores form in 

patches on the undersides of the leaves. 

NOTE: The CSIRO did careful research to be 

certain that Trad Smut did not affect closely 

related native plants such as Commelina 

cyanea (with blue flowers).  

  

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/mammals/squirrel-glider/
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/articles/2019/march/smut-to-the-rescue
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WEEDS IN PITTWATER – Changes required in NSW Biosecurity Act 

On 5th December Jacqui Scruby, NSW MP for Pittwater, met with representatives of the organisations that make up Pittwa-

ter Community Alliance to inform her of their issues of concern. 

The issue raised by PNHA is the failure of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 in relation to weed management in Pittwater. 

The Act takes a risk-based approach, focusing on early detection, rapid response and capacity building. This channels the 

focus, funding opportunities & enforcement powers to the management of new and emerging weeds that threaten agricul-

tural industry and production. The Department of Primary Industry and Regional Development is the primary regulator of 

the Act. 

Pittwater is not served well by this approach. Our weed management priority is asset protection of our Endangered Ecologi-

cal Communities, our wetlands, reserves and creek lines.  Our disadvantage in this regard is shared by other entities, usually 

local councils, responsible for managing the natural environment in urban and peri-urban areas. 

The NSW Independent Biosecurity Commissioner provides advice to the Minister for Agriculture, or other Ministers and the 

Government about issues relating to pests and weeds. 

The Act has recently been reviewed, and the Commissioner’s report 2024-2025 acknowledges issues with governance and a 

“perceived inconsistent enforcement approach across public and private land”. 

Key recommendations of the report are: 

• Creation of a State Invasive Species Group consisting of Government and Non-Government members with an inde-

pendent chair. 

• The State Invasive Species Group review and advise on funding for management of pests and weeds. 

• The State Invasive Species Group oversee a strong unified co-ordinated approach to compliance and enforcement. 

• The State Invasive Species Group develop a compliance and enforcement policy that is followed by all regulators and 

authorised officers. 

PNHA asks that Jacqui be alert to this matter and advocate for the changes necessary to empower and provide funding op-

portunities to Northern Beaches Council to better protect our natural environmental assets.  

Robyn Hughes 

Synthetic Turf Myth vs the Reality 

Below are links to Youtube videos of some speakers at the recent forum: Myths vs the Reality of Synthetic Turf  at Mona 

Vale Memorial hall on 30 October.  

It was hosted by the Natural Turf Alliance - naturalturfalliance.org  

John Illingsworth made the videos, on Youtube under his Pittwater Pathways channel. 

Some of the speakers: 

Catriona Carver, Natural Turf Alliance:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAp2KLeucrE 

Dr Mick Battem - CSIRO Soil Scientist, on natural turf:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZnQHtOicC8&t=17s 

Dr Scott Wilson, AUSMAP Research Director, Senior Research Fellow RMIT University, & Solving Plastic Waste CRC - on syn-

thetic turf:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cJ7NfBRyHA&t=178s 

View these presentations to understand why PNHA opposes the use of synthetic turf by Northern Beaches Council.  

http://naturalturfalliance.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAp2KLeucrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZnQHtOicC8&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cJ7NfBRyHA&t=178s
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Membership of Pittwater Natural Heritage Association Landcare Group is open to all who share 

our aims of caring for the natural environment of the Pittwater area and working to enhance and 

protect it. You can find a Membership Application form on our website http://pnha.org.au/join/ 

or contact us on pnhainfo@gmail.com for one to be sent to you.                                                     

Cost  $20 per year, $10 unwaged. 

Careel Creek Rehabilitation  

Careel Creek in Avalon mostly runs through 

Crown Land.  PNHA recently supported an appli-

cation by Northern Beaches Council for a fourth 

Crown Lands Improvement Fund grant for Careel 

Creek rehabilitation. Funding sought is $26 000 ex 

GST. We had a walk along the creek with staff to 

view the work completed under the three grants 

projects to date. The aim is to reduce bank ero-

sion and replace weeds with native creekline veg-

etation. The project would be for the same areas 

of Careel Creek as previously,  with the scope ad-

justed to continue the progress of the current 

bush regeneration works downstream near Hitch-

ock Park.  

If you haven’t walked the Creekside track for a 

while you’ll notice some changes.  

 Map showing where the projects have been done and will continue 

if application is successful 

 
Watching us from above  

Left: Boobook Owl with remains of its Rainbow Lorikeet prey. In its 

talons.    Image: Lee Whipp 

Below: Tawny Frogmouths are not Owls.They lack talons and catch 

food with their wide beak.   Image: Alison Guesdon 

http://pnha.org.au/join/
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 President’s Report PNHA AGM  October 20 2025 

Welcome to all our PNHA members and guests. We’d specially like to welcome Dr Sophie Scamps our Mackellar MP, Sue 

Heins Mayor of NBC, Councillors Miranda Korzy, Rowie Dillon, Brendan Smith – NBC  ,  

You will have read our quarterly Newsletters which report on our campaigns and activities and share local natural environ-

ment information. You will now know the difference between Topknot and Crested Pigeons, and can distinguish several 

species of Assassin Bugs and can identify many native bees at a glance.  

Our ongoing aim is to raise awareness of our unique natural environment in the Pittwater area and to act to preserve and 

restore it.  

Some PNHA campaigns started years ago, and continue.  

One is ensuring safe passage for fauna across the widened sections of Mona Vale Rd between areas of bushland. On Mona 

Vale Rd East, the existing fauna bridge on its western end connects to state government owned bushland now zoned resi-

dential, potentially blocking passage of fauna towards Kuringgai chase NP.   We are campaigning to have that land and oth-

er nearby land added to Ingleside Chase Reserve.  

On Mona Vale Rd West, PNHA is currently advocating for the proposed fauna bridge between Garigal and Kuringgai Chase 

NPs to remain 40m wide as originally proposed. The latest road  design is for a bridge half that width. Also the locations of 

proposed fauna underpasses are now uncertain. We are getting advice from experts in such crossings to strengthen our 

case for what should be a major link between these two large national parks. 

These campaigns involve us in many meetings with NSW government departments, NBC staff and Councillors, and Jacqui 

Sruby our Pittwater MP. 

Another major on-going concern is with weeds. The NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 replaced the old Noxious Weeds Act. 

Changes in the rules emphasise the importance of preventing new and emerging pests and weeds, but because of its em-

phasis on agricultural assets, the weed condition of our bushland assets are overlooked. They don’t have an economic val-

ue. The Act considers well established weeds are beyond control and have to be overlooked, but we know in our area of 

urban bushland these weeds continue to degrade our bushland reserves. Also, its vague wording somewhat disempowers 

NBC weed management staff from acting to control weeds on private land.  We understand another review of the Act is 

underway and we expect local government staff are contributing to that.  

More about weeds- many community groups have sent letters to local councils asking for action on the aerial plant Spanish 

Moss, Tillandsia usneoides. We can see this infesting trees at the Avalon Pde entrance to Toongari Reserve in Avalon. So we 

have added our support to a letter from the Nature Conservation Council (of which PNHA is a member). This letter is to the 

NSW Government asking for broader action covering all areas of NSW that have Spanish Moss. It should be declared a weed 

as it can proliferate quickly, spread by birds as nesting material and can smother trees.  It is currently for sale in garden cen-

tres and online.   

We have attended several Weeds Round Tables organised by Conny Harris and attended by community members and NBC 

staff. We were impressed at our last one with a presentation by Sonya Elwood NBC Threatened Species Officer who had 

recently attended the NSW Weeds Conference. Her presentation showed locations of all the hundreds of threatened spe-

cies sightings in the LGA, information which she said added strength to the need for better management of established 

weeds to preserve habitat.  

The use of synthetic turf. This is a very problematic way to replace living turf on playing fields.  We have joined with many 

other organisations and community members who are campaigning against it and we will have more to say about this in 
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our next newsletter 

Our NBC Environment grant is almost completed. This is for bush regeneration on part of Avalon Golf Course. The contrac-

tors have completed the on-ground weed control. We have just installed 4  fauna cameras, a song meter and an insectivo-

rous  batcall  detector to provide information on wildlife using that habitat. PNHA added $2000 to the $5000 grant funded 

project.  

In June we attended a forum seeking input from varied community groups   - cat and dog breeders, animal rescue 

groups,vets,  local government staff, - about the review of the Companion Animals Act 1998. This is administered by local 

governments. PNHA put in a submission to the review, strongly recommending control of cats, known to kill a lot of native 

fauna. But we haven’t heard any further about the review.  

We commented on Northern Beaches Council Tree Management Policy Review in March . It included a proposal for an 

iconic tree register. The focus has been on large and old trees valuable for their environmental, social or cultural value. 

But we think an iconic tree register should include a category that includes iconic trees of the future, of trees that are native 

and young. People could be invited to nominate such trees, on their own land, or elsewhere such as a road reserve. The 

trees could be registered on a data base,  and their health and growth be recorded regularly, perhaps every two years. This 

information could be published as a celebration of the value of native trees.  

To that end we asked that the present Tree removal rules be changed to protect smaller native canopy trees. At present a 

tree of 5 metres or less is not protected by the tree preservation rules. Yes - this would be hard to enforce, but we should 

give it a go, otherwise we will never get the mixed- age urban forest we need – many of our wonderful native canopy trees 

will continue to disappear from old age, as well as development pressures. What will replace them? Crepe Myrtles and Wa-

ter Gums are not good enough. 

 

 It’s sad to see the continuing destruction of canopy trees as redevelopment of private land continues. Some are removed 

because they stand where a bigger house, a pool or a driveway is proposed. We don’t know how long other surviving large 

trees will be affected over time, as drainage and soil depths change. Many are very old. Trees don’t live forever. The new 

LEP and DCP may help prevent this loss but we don’t know when it will be approved by the NSW Government. 

We were happy to help promote an updated edition of the wonderful book by Phil Colman and Peter Mitchell – A Field 

Guide to the Marine Life of Coastal Reefs and Rockpools. Phil is a much better scientist than a publishing entrepreneur. 

There was confusion over its distribution which he had no idea how to sort out. We can’t claim to have succeeded – some-

how it happened. He insisted on giving PNHA about 10 copies to sell, refusing payment to himself. We have some here to-

day, at $20, cheaper than in bookshops and online. A great guide to our rocky shores and  a good Christmas present. 

We are helping fund publication of books for primary school students, written and illustrated by PNHA member and retired 

teacher Sylvia Saszczak. These books are stories about the wildlife and bushland of the Northern Beaches area. She wants to 

offer local wildlife stories as a balance to the northern American animals  - bears and chipmunks -  that feature in their read-

ing programme books at school.   Have a look at her books, and talk to her about how she is promoting these in local 

schools and think how you could spread the word. We do need to encourage young environmentalists (and their parents).  

What’s Coming up for PNHA:  

Next year there will be more of the same, hopefully with more success stories.   
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Our only walk this year was to have a recent look at the fauna underpass on Mona Vale Rd. We hope to offer more activi-

ties next year. 

We are becoming more adept at social media, with our Instagram posts going to our Facebook page and then onto the 

PNHA webpage. The purpose is to raise awareness of what PNHA does, and inform people about our natural environment. 

So we’ll continue hoping to contact younger people … 

We welcome feedback on our socials posts and newsletters, your questions and information about local environmental is-

sues.  

What else? 

Finally, thanks very much to the PNHA committee for your expertise and support, and many productive committee meeting 

held every two months.  

Marita Macrae 


